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the boards of supervisors to have such lands detached. The petition
shall describe such lands and state the reasons why they should be
detached. A hearing shall be held within thirty days after the petition
is received. Due notice of such hearing shall be given before the hear-
ing. If it is determined by the boards of supervisors that such lands
shall be detached, such determination shall be certified to the county
auditors. After recording, the certification shall be filed with the
State Soil Conservation Committee.
SECTION 17. Petition for discontinuance of district-hearing
-referendum-discontinuance if election and determination fav-
orable.-(a) At any time after five years from the organization
of the watershed conservation district, fifteen or more freeholders
within each of the counties within the district, or, if less than thirty
freeholders are involved, a majority of the freeholders in such dis-
trict in each county, may file a petition with the boards of supervisors,
praying that the existence of the district be discontinued. The pe-
tition shall state the reasons for discontinuance, and that all obligations
of the district have been met.
(b) After due notice, as provided in Section 5 of this act, the
boards of supervisors may conduct such hearings on the petition
as may be necessary to assist them in making a determination.
(c) Within sixty days after petition is filed, a referendum shall
be held under the supervision of the boards of supervisors as provided
in Section 10 of this act. No informalities, in the conduct of the
referendum or in any matters relating to the referendum shall in-
validate it or its result 'if notice of the referendum has been given
substantially as provided in subsection (b) of this section.
(d) If a majority of the votes cast in each county in such
referendum favor the discontinuance of the district, and it is found
that all the obligations have been met, the boards of supervisors.
shall make a determination that the watershed conservation district
shall be discontinued. A copy of the determination shall be certified
to the auditors for recording. After recording, the certification shall.
be filed with the State Soil Conservation' Committee.
SECTION 18. Supervisory authority if soil conservation district
discontinued.-If any supervising soil conservation district is dis-
continued, the governing body of the county involved shall serve
in the same supervising capacity over the watershed conservation
district as the board of supervisors.


